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The abolition of the evening elementary |
wols for boysand girls between t4and 16
vears old and the substitution for them of
continuation schools, with hours from
7to9 A M and from 1 to 8 P, M, was
advocated by City Superintendent of
bducation Maxwell in his annual report
to the Board of Education, made on
Wodnesday. Dr, Maxwell thinks the
law which compels boya of the ages named
go to school at night after working
Lard all day ought to be changed

I'he law says that every boy under 18
vears of age must be at school and that
he cannot go to work unless certain con-
ditions have been fulfilled. If when he
has reached the age of 14 he has been
graduated from a day elementary school,
or gona far enough toward the finish of
the tifth school year to pass a reasonably |
fair examination through the simpler
branches, including arithmetic through
smple fractions, knows the essential
facts of history and has attended day
school 130 days during the year preceding |
his fourteenth birthday and can prove
his age by documentary evidence he may |
then ba permitted to go to work. But
the law also says he must attend night
school when the latter is open. The great
difculty has been to get boys who have
left school under the above conditions
to return to night school, and the claim
= put forward not only by Dr. Maxwell
but by those who have had to do especially
with this departunent of education in New
York that the boy who has been working
eight or ten hours a ddy sometimes
longer —is not in a fit physical condition
‘o work with his mind for two hours in
the evening,

When Dr. Maxwell was asked for an
enlargement of his views, he offered a
vrinted copy of his report, and said that
t contained a full statement of his ideas
on the subject and his reasons therefor,
Speaking of the girls and boys between
i1+ and 18 who are registered at the ele-
mentary night schools, he says:

“I'hey do not attend regularly, and they
do not derive ms much benefit as they
need from their studies. The reasons
are obvious. On the one hand, they come
to evening school tired out with a long,
hard day’'s work. They need to sleep or
to play rather than to study. On the
olther hand, we give them only a diluted
form of the day school curriculum. They
o not recognize the use of the lessons in
reading, history and arithmetic. What
the teacher presents is without special
interest for them. They approach their
s'udies without energy, and consequently
without profit. Under these conditions
thera need be little wonder that the
elementary evening schools are not more
suceessful than they are. The wonder
i« that the attendance and interest are
not worse, *

“After observing and studying these
#hools for thirty years, | am now con-
vineed that tho attempt to give instruction
i the ordinary elementary branches in
the avening to boys and girls from 14
b 1A years of age is a gigantioc blunder,
Those who are employed during the day
tead the evening for exercise and rec-
reation. Only those who are endowed
with unusual physical strength and un-
usual mental energy can, after a hard
day’'s work, attend school four evenings
# week and benefit thereby. That theyd
nead instruction, for their own sakes
and for the sake of the community, goes
without saying. How and when are they
1o get it? It has been demonstrated over
atdd over again that they do not get it
advantageously when the school time is
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The Latest Thing

in need of being put together, if only the!

Pant?, Febh, 8 —Without exaggeration
may be said that the most extraordi-
nary exposition of paintings ever seen in
Varis or anywhere else opened to-day
&' the Bernheim Galleries under the de-
ronation of *Futuriste Paintings.”
Acustomed as we are to ecoentrio
tanifestations in art, the present series
o canvases from every point of view
the most grotesque, whatever merit
wre may be in the “futuriste theory®
mnaed March 8, 1010, in the Chia-
¢l Thestrs at Turin and announcedas a
“wolt aguinst everything already recog-
‘el s un established prineiplein art.
Ihe futuriste does not aspire or pre-
4 to peint anything that stands still,

Hi:ambition 1% to meke the IJiﬂumﬂ“lﬂ‘
“arcle dlguratively speaking. He wants
veo an ampression of movement—

T nstant transformation,
nventional art has established that
v + woman rita for her picture she
; Il and no acadeinie painter has
Tt endowed o female portriat with pev-
Y heads wo muitiplieity of arma and
loge. But “La Modiste,” one
'he chel d'euvres of the futuriste
Fipeeition, shows a woman with three
leads, A large collection of arms and
fumberless legs. If she was a zigrag
L'v/7le she would not be more sorely

,least 18 and often much

| remunerative, and leave him little if any

LEARNING ENGLISH

taken out of their time for recreation—
the evening hours.”

Dr. Maxwell’'s idea is that the pupils
should get their study hours out of their |
employers’ time and he recommends not
only the substitution of a aystem of con-
tinuation schools in place of the evening
elementary schools for boya and girls,
but that legislation should be sought re-
quiring employers to give to each employee
under 19 years of age four or six
hours a week for forty weeks sach vear,
and constraining young people under
this age to attend such echools regu-
larly The City Superintendent would
have these continuation schools continue,
even while the boy or the girl is at work,
the education which was broken off at
any vear below the nineteenth

*Money is being spent most liberally,”
continues Dr. Maxwell, “on the education
in splendidly equipped high schools of
those boys and girls who are so situated
that they can make school going the chief
business of their lives until they are at
longer. Are
the State and the city to take so little
interest in the less fortunate, who are in
the great majority, that all the education
they can offer them is the three R's at
the period of the day when the brain
refuses, or is too weary, to act? Are
employers to have the best of the child's
day at toil that igoften grinding and poorly

chanee to enltivate those functions of mind
and body upon which success and happi-
ness in after life depend?  The interest of
the community as well as of the individual
demands that the child who has not the
opportunity to pursuea high school course,
or even to complete the elementary school,
shall be kept under the tutelage of the
State and shall be given such schooling
as he can profit by until the end of the
high school age. Employers will in the
end profit by the arrangement, because
with improved training their youthful
employees will become more cflicient,
and henes more valuable ™

Dr. Maxwell's views are shared by those
under him who have had anyvthing to do
with the supervision of night wschools
In his last report District Superintendent
Mathew Elga®:, who was in charge of
evening schools for ten years, mentioned
that the numbar of boys afTected by the
compulsory education act was 6,178
The average attendance of these lads was |
3,204, and it required a great deal of ac-
tivity on the part of the attendance offi-
cers and vigilance on tha part of 1hn“
principals to keep the figures up to that |
mark. The successpr of Mr. Elgas as
district superintendent of night schools,
Albert Shiels, veaterday gave an idea of
the work of the various night schools
undar his charge, and eleborated t!m_
reasons for the substitution of continun-
tion schools for evening elementary
achnals,  And by the way, it was pointed
out by everybody who spoka in reference
to the matter that it was not the evening
slementary schools as a whole that were
aimed at Ly Mr. Maxwell in his report.
On the contrary, one found much testi- |
mony everywhera as to the exoellent
work that is being done in these schools
for men and women who have just begun
to learn the English language, in the way |
of giving them the first necessary start |
in the direction of good citizenship |

“The evening & hool svstem of the city
now includes 103 elementary schools, fif- |
teen high schools and four trade schools,” |
aaid Mr. Shiels vesterday, “and they |
cover tha ground pretty thoroughly from
Tottenville to near Yonkers, and then

|

|

cut up parts matched, which they don’t.

EVEMNING PUBLIC SCHOOL 160~

| in thae works get opportunities in
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to the eastward to Far Rockaway.
“In these elementary schools the most

important thing done is the teaching of |

English to foreigners, and this is done

not only through the winter but during |

the summer., This is New York's way of

assimilating a population which speaks no |

English, and which approximates 40,000
persons.  They are persons who other-

! cloth hats is scarcely more than paying
| for the teaching itself.

*The work of the evening high achool is
precisely the same as that of the ordinary
high school, and there are also courses in
| designing for the women, in bookbinding
and craft work, and stenography and type-
writing. It is interesting to note that
while the abandonment of the classics in

wine would find great difficulty in adjust- | inany schools is reported to be on the re-

ing themse|ves I'hey
Engliah but the method of becoming
citizens, the duties of government and the
means of adjusting themselves to this
country and its requirements

“The majority of these foreignars who
attend night schools to learn English are,
of course, Habrews, and come from
eastern and scutheastern Europe, but the
number from the Orient is noticeabls,
among them Chinese and Japanese, and
there are many from Syria, Armenia and
other countries of the Near East,

“Now as to tha boys who attend evening
school by compulsion; that is to say,
who are allowed to work on the condition
that they attend evening school, which
ia the clasa referrod to by Dr. Maxwell
Thereare hygienic or physiological reason,
why no boy shonld be compaelled to work
day and night. It is necessary for him
to have some recreation. The objection
to the measure advoeatel by the city
Superintendent iz that it would take
timo from the employer. Literally this
would be trus, but in a large sonse the
aemployer would roap benefits from the
incroased eficiency of theso boya

“There is a tondency in the evening
elamentary schools to give the pupil
in place of the ordinary common school
studins manual occupations  adapted
partly lncalitios, For instance ot
Tottenvilla there are large cament works,
and the work of the evening schools takes
this into consideration. Men employed
the
night school to qualify themselves for
better positions, and I know of instances
where this has happoned during my ex-
perienca.  Ono employer raised a man's
wages on the spot, in my hearing, when
he found that in the evening school he
ha'd learned to do more skilful work than
that on which he had been employed
Somatimas these courses offerad are the
basia for a neighborh»od or community
sottloment in various parts of the city,
The expense whon it comes to teaching
sowing or dressmaking or turning out

to
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Near by hangs a rival picture, a horse,
|and he is endowed with twenty legs

| THE ADIEUX (CARRA)

not only learn | bound, the latter is noticeable in our eve-

| ning high schools, where Latin is still at a
| low ebb, while Spanish is on the increase.
| Mathematics maintains its old standard,
and mechanical and architectural draw-
ing still have their hold.

“Thesa crafts and continuation schools
for the evening high and training schools
are along that line, reflect a movement
which has had its largest exciting force in
Germany, where early was felt the need
of giving conscientious, careful teaching
and supervision to the worker, whereas
this had hitherto been largely a matter of
accident or casual opportunity in the shop
In the shop it often happens that a man is
in such a position that if he only knew a
little more about his trade he could earn
from $3 to $5 more a week. But in the shop
there is no means of getting this extra
knowledge. Thesa night schools of ours
are going to give such men the extra
knowledge they need, and they do give it
already. The membership of our trade
schools at night is getting to be composed
more largely of men who are actually at
work in some ocoupation, characteristic
classes being plumbing, blacksmithing,
electrical engineering, electric installa-
tion, surveyving, cabinet making, carpen-
try and joinery, machine shop practice
and printing. But thess things are ex-
pengsive to teach and that is one handicap.
Appliances and materials cost. The tax-
payer must understand that extensive
trade schools are expensive. The man
who is a pupil must find reflected In the
school the conditions in his trade. A
makeshift equipment will not do.

“With our other trade schools working,
we opened our fourth, the Harlem Evening

avenue, without giving scarcely any
notice, and yet we had 00 applicants
for entry at once, The other three eve-
ning trade schools in operation are the
Stuyvesant, on Fifteenth street near First
avenue; the Brooklyn Trade School,
and the Long Island, in Long Island City
To these must be added such activities

nch Art Is the “"Futuriste

The wretched looking animal might have
been a cog wheel if the extra legs |

in,
" around his body had heen IJI'DI"l!l"lln'yM‘|lf

usted, each hoof answering to A cog.
| But the trouble with trying to put any-
thing futuriste into order lies in the faot
that they are enemies of ell established
laws of order; so in Kussolos “La Re-
| volte® there are rome hundreds of claw
|ing fingers gripj inﬁ up and down what
is either meant to be window panes or
tceilings or wall paper or up to date lino=
| leum, for no onre can tell just what Rus-
{solo wants the guesssr to guesa t
bony ends are clutching after. For all

panes, wall paper, ceiling and linoleum
effect may be symbolic of the plutocrat
who can have anything he wants and
all he wants, one right after the other.
One must hope that their “good-bys”
will never resemble "Les Adleux” by
Boccioni, *“A kiss at parting,® thinks the
humble soul, is symbolic of a “good-by,"
but this promising futuriste Boocioni has
emptied what might have been odds and
ends from a bankrupt aeroplane factory
onto his canvas; there are bita of wheels,
bits of wings, and bits of gear and electrie

lobes and air effects swisning about.
ne wonders what was haunting that
good-by, The same painter's “Rire”

(laughter), however, would pass muster
in the Salon des Independents, though it
a little overstocked with detail.

A poor rheumatic man receutly de-
olared that in a trip from Paris to Nice
he had recelved 40,000 jolt:lﬂo over the
badly jointed French rails. Just how

Trade School, on 11%th street near Fifth |

as the craft work for women, which is
carried on in many evening schools, but
more especially in the Evening High
School for Women, at Forty-first street
near Third avenue,

“Friday evenings, when the school
buildings are not open for regular work,
have been seized on for the formation of
social and other organizations ameng
the students, the expenses of which are
borne by themselves, Here was what was
going on Friday evening in the Brooklyn
Evening High School on Bergen street,
when 1 visited it a week ago:

“First, the main assembly hall was filled

! to the gallery with an audience which was

listening to a joint debate. There was an
excellont orchestra made up of students,
which was furnishing the music. Next,
the gymnasium was the scene of a basket-
ball match, which was being played by
two high school teams. In another
room the ataff of the Evening High School
newspaper was working at fuil blast—
and it is a very creditable paper they get
out, too. In another room the Dramatic
Art Society was bolding a rehearsal.
In a fifth room the eleotrical society was
holding a session which packed the cham-
her. In still another room was going
on the most significant performance of
all, in my opinion. Pupils were making
out applications, to be approved by a
teacher, for positions.

“In most evening high schools regular
employment bureaus have been estab-
lishedd. No student is allowed to apply
through them unless his qualifications for
a post can be thoroughly guaranteed.
On the other hand, the firm employing
him must give some sort ol guarantee
for his future. For instance, a firm want-
ing a youngster had about fifty questions
to ask about an applicant for a job. gHold
on,’ interposed the teacher, ‘what you
have offered may be a fair wage, but not
what the student could get elsewhere in

| that particular sort of employment,’ and

one knows the mixing up of the window |

the teacher wantegl to know more about
the job that was offered and what chance
for promotion it held.

*What is needed In reference to the
evening high school is closer cooperation
on the part of employers. They should
not only visit the school but they should
make suggestions as (o how their require-
ments can best be met. The pay of in-
structors in the evening schools is low,
and the instructors so often go into their
own pockels to meet little expenses for

materials needed that in some casea the
work seems almost a labor of love. The
teacher in the elementary school gets $3 a
night and in the high and trade schools
the pay is $5.

*Of course, the age of the puplls, even
in the elemencary schools, runs up. For
instance, in a school last night 1 found
a woman of sixty-five who was just|
learning to read and write. Her motive
was striking. She had just been done
out of sgome property, she said, and she |
was determined that she would learn to
read and write so that she would run no
risks as to the contents of other documents
on which she might be asked to make her
mark.

“New York is spending a great deal on
itsevening schools. 1should say, offhand,
between $700,000 and $800,000 a year.
Every person who attends such a school
should have some stake in it. There must
be some active inducement for him to go
there. Often I have seen little boys, tired
out with the work of the day, asleep at
their desks. Always 1 have told the
teacher to let them sleep. Nature de-
mands it. The child has done all the work
he is capable of during the day. Of
course, the man who does not read or
speak English has the stimulusof getting
what he wants at the night school. The
workman who is sseking to batter his posi-
tion knows he has a chinea ol gatting the
means at the night trade school. But how
can you make a hoy betwaan 11 and 1,
unless he is of exceptional mentality and
ambition, feel that he gats something out
of going to school to study ordinary Eng- |
lish branches after he had finished a hard |
day’'s work.

“Much has been made out of the fact|
that so many of those who start in the
evening schools do not continue. Of

course New York, more than any other
city, is filled with things to divert. We
should have the best teachersin the even-
ing schools, but the best assat such schools
have is the student who renlizes that
his attendance means higher wages. The
pupil will not of his own accord com» to
evening school because he roealizes that
{attendanoce is going to make him a mora
cultured man, It is a sort of triumphant
sense of getting on in the world that he has
to realize in order to attend willingly and
| apply himsell.
| *Of course our night schools now are,
|in a sense, continuation schools. It is, 1
understand, not Dr. Maxwell's idea to
have the elementary schools for young-
sters abolished until some way is pro-
] vided of furnishing the facilities they offer
in day continuation schools. But speak-
' ing of elementary schools, it is almost in- {
| credible to notice how quickly new ar-
rivals in this country find their way to
them. The other night 1 came across a |
man who had landed here for the firat time |
only the day before.
| *“In the curricula of our tiade schools
we do not aim to furnish instruction in a
trade that does not pay. For instance,
[ the making of artificials is one branch
we do not teach. 'I'he reason is that the
pay is only 85 a week, and the season is !
ghort. We do not encourage the learning
of any trade where the market price for |
the labor is so low that it would simply
not pay the pupil to receive instruction
in it
| *In the Brooklyn Trade School, by ar
rangement with the Pattern Makers' |
| Union, the latter sends us ita apprentices |
and we instruct them. At graduation
' the union signs the certificate of efficiency
as well as the Board of Education. Some
employers have thought that this was|

| work of any kind.

equivalent to turning the school over to .
a labor union, but this was not the case.
We should be glad if the employers would
manifest the same interest in the pupils
and pass upon their work, and consider
the latter when it comes to employ«
ment.” ‘

Henry E. Jenkins, who is district su-
perintendent of a number of schools on
the East Side in which evening seasions
are held, divided the foreignors who at-
tend the elementary night schools into two
clasess—those who not only know no Eng-
lish, but are illiterate, and those who have
been well educated in their own tongue
and have perhaps gone through gymnasis
or high schools in Russia or Germany.
The other attendance is made up of the
boys and girls who come under the law
compelling attendance.

“The great difficulty,” sald Mr. Jenking
Yesterday, “has been to force these young-
ters into night schools after they have
done a hard day's work. I think the .
tendency, as represented by Dr. Maxwell
in his report, is to have, instead of mere
elementary night schools for such, cop- .
tinuation schools where boys may not only
continue in their book studies but ges
technical help that would be valuable.
In other words, the general tendency in
education at the present day is tojfit &
boy to take a better place in his envorip- .
ment. We should like to make a lessened
oumber in unskilled labor and a larges-
rumber in skilled labor. The modern
educational ideals recognize that it is

| not necessary that everybody born shall

be a hewer of wood and a drawer of water,
even il he does happen to be born thas
way, but that every one should have the
chance at least to make himself a skilled
laborer. Educators are trying to inculcate
the idea of the nobility of work with the
hands. There has been a tendency among
parents to keep their offspring from what
they call ignoble work and if a father
could get a small clerkship for his son
he thought he had done well by him and
raised him in the social scale. Then with
the girls, their parents seem to have pre-
ferred that they should go to work in
factories or sweatshops or in dry goods
stores, where in dull times the chances
are that they are never continually em-
ployed, to having them taught such things
as designing furniture or the domestio
arts. There is a continual procession of
girls to-day looking for jobs in dry goods
stores. The idea is to make educatiom
cover more than the purely intellectusl
side and to make the boy and the girl feel
that there is nothing ignoble about honest
1 think what is wanted
is a continuation of vocational work dugp=
ing some part of the day as well as nighs,
as well as intellectual work.

“In London it is very easy to do thls,
Most of the trades there ocoupy a par-
ticular section of the town, and there are
night schools, giving vocational instruo-

| tion, under the direction of the London
| County Couneil.

One great distinctive
feature of these schools is that pupils
must pay a small fee, something like flve
shillings (31.25) a term, on the general
principle that the pupil must feel that he
cannot get something for nothing, and thig
is sald to have a great effect upon the
attendance. These are called ‘continua~
tion schools.’

“But to return to elementary schools,
many of us who have had experience with
them feel with Dr. Maxwell that a boy
who has worked hard all day is ordinarily
in no condition to work an extra two hours
over books at night, when he ahould have
a chance for recreation.”

THE PUNERAL OF THE ANARCHIST GAILI (BOCCIONI,)

Paint

2

many jolts the futuriste Carra felt in e

French cab he tried to convey in &
nting entitled “Cahots de flacre”

olta), and they look as an ensemble

the realms of a scavenger with an ug|

job on hand, with a hideous ghoul or tweo

thrown in,

Whatever the dream of disorder am
anarchist may have dreamed, “The Funeral
of the Anarchist Galli," by Carra, seems
even for a priest of disorder a little mixed
up, with birds and their feathers thrown
in together in a hopeleas medley.

Nothing must be painted, pretend
futuristes; only the “atmoaphere,
effect,” be conveyed. "Space does not ex~
ist" is another futuriste credo. Strests
are not level planes but sink to the centre
of the earth. As a matter of fact nothing
exists, all is vibration.

To understand tha new beauties of the
futuriste picture, vue wust have a “puri-
fled soul.”

Alas for the futile hope of findin,

& fled souls” among the ultra
ls, ultra-artistic peosple who
thron, to see the new paintings all on
the qul vive of expectation for an interesat-
ing novelty. Nurlly every one of the
visitors lurt. that there was someth
serious the matter with the Parisian
from a futuriste standpoint. Nor are the
most modern modernists yet ready to
glorify every form of originality, to sw
away tradition and to consider as a title
honor the appellation of “lunatics® which
a orusty o”‘aboulourdler applied to the
entire futuriste exposition ts admiresp

many



